Coalbrookdale Arboretum
In Coalbrookdale there is an arboretum which has been sadly neglected over many years. The area has become overgrown and in many place inaccessible.  The pathways which had been set out in the glory days of the Victorians had in many cases disappeared from sight.  The speciman trees were cluttered and choked by many smaller trees which had self seeded.  In effect nature had been left for far too long to have her way. 

The area which holds the National Damson Collection was also in need of care and attention.  If the trees were left to deteriorate for much longer we knew that the status they currently hold would be taken away.

In May 2009 a small group of enthusiastic volunteers agreed to form The Friends of the Arboretum. We approached the IGMT who own the land they were both helpful and supportive of the ideas which we put to them. They will continue to liase with us to ensure that what the group does will be in keeping with the Museums ethos. We also met up with the Greenwood Centre, who have been instrumental in helping us to apply for funding from the Breathing Spaces. The grant from them will enable us to carry out some bigger projects.  We also need signage and seating, handrails by the steps can all be paid for from the grant. Public access into the Arboretum is currently poorly signed and there is no local advertising to show local people or visitors where they can walk. We need both money and man power to improve this. The only funds we have had was £200 from the Gorge Parish Council, this was most welcome and encouraging, it enabled us  open a bank account and buy small items such as stationery.

Our priorities were to find and reopen the pathways, then to clear the vast areas of tangled undergrowth and above all to make the Arboretum once again a popular place for local people to be able to visit in safety.  We were just beginning, and at times it seemed too daunting a task.Just as we were becoming despondant and unsure whether we could make enough of a difference we were approached by the The Probabtion Service.   Since October they have brought teams of people in to work in the Arboretum under the Community Payback banner, these teams have worked very hard and have made an huge difference to the site, several areas have been cleared and opened up, without their efforts we would have still been struggling to make any headway.

  We are all working hard to bring the Arboretum back into the public eye, for the local people to be reminded of what a marvellous asset lies on their doorstep.  We currently  have working mornings in the Arboretum on alternative Sunday mornings depending on weather.  Anyone who would like to join us or to simply come and see how we are progressing is welcome. If you would like to be part of this group or be given updates on our progress please contact either me (Pearl Harris) or the secretary at;

hillierdesign@gmail.com>;  Mandy Hillier Group Secretary

foxharris@talktalk.net]  Pearl Harris    Group member
