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The Gorge Parish Council

Minutes of the  Full Council meeting held on Tuesday 15th June 2010 at the Parish Council offices Maws Craft Centre at 7pm.

FC/2010/087: Apologies and Attendance: Apologies were received from Borough Councillor Mollett.  Present:  Councillors Osmund-Smith, Smith, Bragg, Hobson, Taylor, M Swift, and E Swift.  Also present Borough  Councillor Mollett. 
FC/2010/088: Public Session:  no members of the public present.
FC/2010/089: Declaration of Interest:  a. Prejudicial. none 

                                                b. Personal. None

FC/2010/090:  Minutes of the full council meeting held on Tuesday 25th May 2010 and planning meeting held on Tuesday 1st June 2010. It was RESOLVED to sign and approve the minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 25th May 2010 and planning meeting on Tuesday 1st June 2010.
FC/2010/091: Borough Councillors: Cllrs L Lomax, T Hope and C Mollett.   A Boards are a hot potato.  The boards that are dangerous will be removed. Councillor Lomax  Plans a meeting to agree a policy for the way forward. The  Cherry Tree at Coalbrookdale was very rotton and has been removed.  The stump will be removed and the area  grassed and it will be  replaced in the growing season.  A request for a big double flowering cherry has been received from a resident.  Gorge gazette what tree preference.  Darby road Wellington Road junction there has been another near miss.  A petition is being circulated regarding a pedestrian crossing.  Footpaths cllr Lomax has walked several paths with J Sidhu Telford and Wrekin officer.  Several paths were investigated.  Path at the corner of Coalport hight street and The Lloyds.  Public meeting on 1st July 2010.  War Memorial Bridge Councillor Hobson asked what is being repaired.  Cllr Lomax will investigate. Questions were asked about Full time officer for the WHS site.  the new chair of the WHS strategy group will be Professor L Sparks.  He has a house at Jackfield and is a world expert in heritage.
FC/2010/092: Strategy Day: update:  a. Consider an Equality and Diversity Policy (copy enclosed).  It was RESOLVED approve the Equality and Diversity policy.

FC/2010/093:  Matters Arising:  a. War Memorial.  Clerk reported further information.  Clerk to find out how many other pcs are responsible for their war memorials.  It was RESOLVED to obtain quotes for the “g” and cleaning of the Coalbrookdale war memorial.  But accept no responsibility for either long at this stage”  Clerk to investigate grants.
b. Various matters raised with Telford and Wrekin Council:  Japanese Knotweed on the riverbank near Reynolds Wharf.  The riverbank in this area belongs to IGMT.     Road Sweeps on Darby Road.  The road is not sweeped because it is not kerbed.  However Keith Slater TWC officer will investigate when he is in the area.  The Dog warden will contact clerk we dog mess in the area.
Drain at the Tuckies, when clerk reported it a few months ago it could not be found.  It has now been found and will be dealt with.

Railings in Ironbridge:  an order has been placed for new bollards and railings they will be replaced as soon as possible.
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Fly tipping on Severn Valley Way:  The fly tip has been removed TWC have been informed the pc has a copy of the address.

Abandoned car:  the car has been removed.

FC/2010/094: Reports:  a. Coalbrookdale.  Parking at the school is dangerous.  There are concerns an accident may occur.  Clerk to report to police and PCSO.  Chair will ask the head to  write another letter and talk to the sergeant at Madeley police station to request a police prescence at the school.  Noise from Enjunity during evening functions is causing some problems to residents of Coalbrookdale clerk to report. Clerk to write to IGMT about the complaint. There is a blocked footpath off Greenlane at the top of Sunniside.  
b. Coalport:      Residents are still concerned about the gate that is locked to the river bank from Reynolds Wharf. They also want to know more about the cottage next to  Brewery Cottage  Clerk to ask about the wording in section 106.   There is now a warden of the canal and the duck signs have gone up.    Roger at the Brewery is now the Neighbourhood Watch  coordinator.

c. Jackfield. Clerk asked what work will be done on the bridge.  Councillor Lomax has already agreed to look into this.

d. Ironbridge.  A Boards.  M Swift to be on the policy committee.  Banner on the King and Thai wafting in the wind.  Ironbridge  is in an appalling.       
e. Lightmoor. Clerk had received a complaint about the ground works on the Lightmoor BVT site.  A reply has been received and a copy forwarded to the complainant the work will be completed shortly and the footpath re opened.
FC/2010/095: Financial: a. It was RESOLVED  to pay the following invoices   Telford and Wrekin Council Business Rates £53.00, Arrow Flexible Packaging Ltd £397.84, Viking Direct £678.53 Mrs J Madeley£844.70, Inland Revenue £330.31 and Shropshire Council £259.84.  It was RESOLVED to pay the invoices.  
 b. Direct Debit: Elite Calls £49.13, Npower £122.36(Gas), noted.
 c. SLCC consider approval for clerk to attend annual conference.  It was  RESOLVED to send the clerk.
FC/2010/096: Planning: a. New Applications: a 1
2010/0187
MR J Northfield, Knowle Cottage, The Knowle, Jackfield. Felling of 1 Silver Birch Tree

The Gorge Parish Council has no comment to make on this application.


2
2010/0195
Mr J Montague, 18 Hodge Bower, Ironbridge

Felling of 1 scyamore tree The Gorge Parish Council has no comment regarding the removal of the tree however the Parish Council would like to see the 

damaged wall reinstated to its original state with a deadline for the works to be carried out.
3
2010/0197
Mr S Georgiou, 32a High Street, Ironbridge.


Proposed replacement concrete floor and upstand kicker. Listed Building application

The Gorge Parish Council has the following comments to make this on this application


1. The Parish Council has no objection to the works in the cellar because they have been drawn up with consultation with Telford and Wrekin officers.  

2.  The Parish Council has objections to the works on the doors . The doors have an ancient cat hole in them.  This is the last known 

cat hole in The Gorge.  It is essential any works carried out do not cover up this hole.  The doors are over 200 years old.  When the 

building was a warehouse the hole would have allowed access to cats.  At that time all warehouses had cat holes to allow free access

 to the buildings for cats which were used as rodent control.
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4
2010/0198 Mr P Glynn, Coach House Garage, Darby Road, Coalbrookdale


Conversion of existing workshops into 2 1 bedroomed flats following demolition of lean to

Full planning
The Gorge Parish Council has the following comments to make on this application.


1.  It is important the conservation officers and English Heritage are involved in the development of this important site.

2.  The conversion should be sensitive and should take into account the status of the building and the environment surrounding it.  The conversion should be done to enhance the outstanding universal value of the Ironbridge Gorge WHS and the Severn Gorge 

Conservation area.


5
2010/0202
Mr Peter Glynn, Coach House Garage, Darby Road, Coalbrookdale

Conversion of existing workshops into 2 1 bedroomed flats following demolition of lean to

Listed building.
The Gorge Parish Council has the following comments to make on this application.

1.  It is important the conservation officers and English Heritage are involved in the development of this important site.

2.  The conversion should be sensitive and should take into account the status of the building and the environment surrounding it.  The 

conversion should be done to enhance the outstanding universal value of the Ironbridge Gorge WHS and the Severn Gorge 

Conservation area.

6
2010/0221
Mr & Mrs Levett, 4 South Side, Church Hill, Ironbridge

Internal and external alterations and improvements to include upgrading of an existing sun room, provision of a WC, upgrading of a 
garden store, upgrading of existing staircase, provision of an ensuite and installation or replacement window frames.
The Gorge Parish Council has the following objections to this application

1.  The Parish Council understands this building is listed.  No listed building application has been submitted.  

2.  It is important the conservation officers are involved in the decision.

3.  The iron windows should not be replaced with softwood double glazing.  Iron windows are a feature of Ironbridge Gorge WHs and 

Severn Gorge Conservation Area.  They contribute to the outstanding universal value.

7
2010/0222
Mr C  Mellings, 15 Hodge Bower, Ironbridge

Replacement timber windows, creation of new opening for French Doors to access rear garden and reinstatement of existing kitchen internal opening.
Listed Building.

The Gorge Parish Council has the following objections to this applicatioFC/2010n.


1.  The Conservation officers have not been consulted.  It is essential they are involved in the decision on this application.
b. Decisions. 1 W2009/0879IGMT, Abraham Darby Furnace Building, Coach Road, Coalbrookdale. Erection of 1.1 m high boundary railings on top of existing dwarf wall (retrospective). Listed Building

Comment
21/10/09

The Gorge Parish Council has no objection to the application however it is disappointed that such a high profile organisation has 

started the work and submitted an application after.  Instead of applying for the  relevant permissions before starting the work.


Decision
15/06/10. 
Withdrawn 04.12.09


2
W2009/0907
Comment
21/10/09
Felling of 1 Cherry Tree

Decision
15/06/10
Withdrawn 3.11.09

3
W2009/0921
Mr & Mrs S Levett, 4 South Side, Church Hill, Ironbridge

Internal and external alterations to include upgrading of an existing sun room provision of a WC and upgrading of a garden.
Comment
18/11/09
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The Gorge Parish Council has no comment to make on this application.

Decision
15/06/10
Withdrawn 8.12.09.


4 W2009/0922Mr & Mrs S Levett, 4 S outh Side, Church Hill, Ironbridge.


Internal and external alterations to include upgrading of an existing sun room provision of a WC upgrading of a garden store. Listed Building. 
Comment
18/11/09

The Gorge Parish Council has no comment to make on this application.

Decision
15/06/10
Withdrawn 8.12.09.


5 W2009/1024 Mr S Lyle, 3 Dale View, Dale Road, Coalbrookdale.

Erection of a two storey side and single storey rear extension Amended Site address

Full Planning
Comment
20/01/10

The Gorge Parish Council has the following objections to this application.

1.  The development is not in keeping with the rest of the row of properties between    Coalbrookdale school and the Doctors Surgery.

2.  The previous comments made about this application assumed the property was in the row above the Doctors surgery hence the 

change of opinion.
Decision
15/06/10
Fully granted 25.1.10

6
W2009/1025
Mr J Challen, 1a The Close, Coalbrookdale

Demolition of conservatory and erection of a porch and ground floor bedroom to side elevations.
Full Planning.
Comment
16/12/09

The Gorge Parish Council has no comment on this application.

Decision
15/06/10
Withdrawn 22.1.10.


7 W2009/1026 Mr C Chaplain, Land to the rear of, 19 Severn Side, Ironbridge


Felling of 9 Self seeded sycamore trees. Trees in conservation area

Comment
16/12/09The Gorge Parish Council has the following objections:

1.The trees appear to be healthy.  

2. The Parish Council also has concerns about the stability of the bank if the trees are felled.

Decision
15/06/10
Withdrawn 18.1.10.


8 W2009/1070 Mr A  Price, Half Moon Inn, Salthouse Road, Jackfield.


Retrospective permission for the reconstruction of a wall with balustradeing on top

Full planning
Comment
05/01/10

The Gorge Parish Council has no comment to make on this application.

Decision
15/06/10
Withdrawn 8.2.10.


9 W2010/0013 Mr S Gillian, 3 Cherry Tree Hill, Coalbrookdale.


Erection of a single storey extension and glaze canopy to west elevation

Full planning
Comment
20/01/10

The Gorge Parish Council has the following objections to this application.

1.  The flat roof extension is not in keeping with this part of the World Heritage site.

2. The application states it will not be seen it will be visible when travelling up Cherry Tree Hill.

3. The glass canopy is not is keeping with the world heritage site and the Parish Council strongly object.
Decision
15/06/10
Withdrawn 24.2.10

10
W2010/0020
BVT, Lightmoor extra care, Lightmoor

Application for non material amendment to planning permission W2008/272 for erection of a care home consisting of 59 2 bedroom 3 persons apartments together with communal facilities. Full planning
Comment
03/02/10

The Gorge Parish Council has no comment to make on this application.

Decision
15/06/10
fully granted 11.2.10

11
W2010/0035
Mr S Georgiou, 32 High Street, Ironbridge

Comment
06/02/10
same objections as full planning application

Decision
15/06/10
Listed Building Consent 11.2.10

12
W2010/0035
Mr S Georgiou, 32 High Street, Ironbridge

Demolition of existing single storey rear outbuildings and creation of external seating area to 
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rear including replacement external staircase, 1m High railings, gate and picket fence.


Listed Building 
Comment
03/02/10

The Gorge Parish Council has the following objections:


1. The picket fence along the riverbank is not in keeping with the street scene of The Severn Gorge Conservation Area.

2. The development is very close to The Ironbridge and the Parish Council would like the conservation officer to be involved any 

decision made about what is allowed.

3. Some of the buildings to be demolished appear to be old the Parish Council would like to ensure that none of them are of 

significance.

4. The other fencing is not in keeping with The Severn Gorge Conservation Area.
Decision
15/06/10.
Listed Building Consent 10.5.10
 13
W2010/0050
Mrs A Anthony, Cromwin Cottage, 9 Belle Vue Road, Ironbridge

Tree works as per schedule
Comment
16/02/10

The Gorge Parish Council has no comment to make on this application.

Decision
15/06/10
consent 11.3.10

14
W2010/0103
Mr C Mellings, 15 Hodge Bower, Ironbridge

Erection of a two storey side extension following demolition of existing two storey extension 

full planning
Comment
04/03/10

The Gorge Parish Council has the following objections to this application.

1. There is insufficient detail in the plans to show how the proposed extension alters the roof line of the property. Continuity is  essential.  

2.  The new window in the extension appears smaller than the existing.


3.  There is not enough detail of the proposed materials it is essential if the application is permitted that materials match existing. 

4.  The conservation officer does not appear to have been involved in the application to this stage.  It is essential the conservation 
officer is involved in alterations to this listed building.
Decision
15/06/10
Withdrawn 16.4.10.


15
W2010/0104
Mr C Melling, 15 Hodge Bower, Ironbridge

Erection of a two storey side extension following demolition of existing two storey extension 

Listed Building 
Comment
04/03/10

The Gorge Parish Council has the following objections to this application.

1. There is insufficient detail in the plans to show how the proposed extension alters the roof line of the property. Continuity is  essential.  
 2.  The new window in the extension appears smaller than the existing.


3.  There is not enough detail of the proposed materials it is essential if the application is permitted that materials match existing. 

4.  The conservation officer does not appear to have been involved in the application to this stage.  It is essential the conservation officer is involved in alterations to this listed building.
Decision
15/06/10
Withdrawn 16.4.10

16
W2010/0157
Mr S Mcnally, Land at The Old Toll House, High Street, Coalport

Installation of culvert of 1200mm diameter pipe to existing water course and grill over existing outlet (retrospective) .
Full Planning.
Comment
17/03/10

The Gorge Parish Council has no comment to make on this application.

Decision
15/06/10
Withdrawn 20.4.10.


17 W2010/0183 Jill Mason, Humay, Hodge Bower, Ironbridge


Reduction in height of Laurel Hedge and felling of 1 Scyamore Tree

Comment
17/03/10
Mrs Mason has contacted the Parish Council because she has not applied for this work to be carried out.  She has not engaged Mr 

Rickards as her agent.  The Gorge Parish Council urge Telford and Wrekin Council to refuse this application.  The application appears fraudulent. Decision
15/06/10
Consent 26.4.10.
18
W2010/0194 Mr P Jackson, 33 Wesley Road, Ironbridge.


Erection of a two storey extension following demolition of single storey rear extension 

Conservation Area
Comment
06/04/10
The Gorge Parish Council has no comment .
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Decision
15/06/10
Withdrawn 20.4.10.


19 W2010/0196 Mr P Jackson, 33 Wesley Road, Ironbridge.


Erection of a two storey extension following demolition of single storey rear extension

Full Planning
Comment
06/04/10
The Gorge Parish Council has no comment to make on this application providing a condition is placed on the application that materials

 are used that match the existing house. Decision
15/06/10
withdrawn 20.4.10.
 
c.  Any other urgent planning issues.  Members of the public and Parish Councils can now speak at plans board meetings.  There are strict guidelines.  A copy of these were given to each councillor.  Clerk to write a policy to enable decisions to be made regarding speaking at plans board meetings.
FC/2010/097:   Environmental and highways  issues. a. The 2 for 1 scheme.  This scheme has now finished.  The extra leaf sweeps will still carry on from the existing budget.  The £3000 allocated for environmental schemes is still in the Parish Council budget.  The clerk has received requests for litter bins on the green area in front of Riverside Avenue Coalport and on the picnic area along The Lloyds.  These can be bought through from the £3000.00.  Telford and Wrekin Council will pay for installation the pc pay for the bin.  It was RESOLVED to pay for the bins.
 FC/2010/098:  Parish Plan: a. Benches. The Shropshire Aggregates grant was not given.  It was agreed to go ahead with the request for a memorial bench in Jackfield.  Clerk will investigate benches to be paid for from parish council funds. 

   FC/2010/099: Ironbridge Regeneration Partnership, WHS strategy group:  

   The meeting was dominated by discussion about bids including one from the Small woods association for publicity work that is in fact being done by the IRP officer.  It was turned down.  There are moves to improve broadband and mobile signals in the Gorge.  Ken Toyn organiser of the WHS Festival came to update the meeting.  He is trying to include a project to put benches on the Wharfage.  Clerk did point out it was not possible.  But apparently it may be.  There was a big debate about who should represent the businesses in the gorge.  Playdell Smithyman would like to join IRP but the feeling of the meeting was it should be not an individual business but a representative of an organisation.  Louise Lomax is going to represent the partnership at the Regeneration Summit.  Finally Jonathan Lloyd gave a presentation on a LAWHF initiative an Olympiad Project.  The idea is to group together into the rings of the Olympics all the WHS sites in Great Brittan.  The idea is to celebrate the status of the sites in a joined up way in 2012.  The Parish Council should be invited to join in if the funding is found to support the project.  Clerk has a booklet.    There is to be a public meeting chaired by Borough Councillor Eric Carter in conjunction with the Borough Towns Initiative.  The meeting is on the 1st July 2010.
   FC/2010/100:  Queen’s Diamond Jubilee:  Consider if the Parish Council wants to commemorate the event?   Clerk to pursue the bandstand as a project for this. 

FC/2010/101: Correspondence : a.  Information about Coalport Village Hall

      b. Next bus users group meeting 22nd June 2010 at Wrockwardine Wood 7pm.

      c. Road re surfacing in Coalport area.

      d. Telford CVS Grant a grant event in Madeley 6.7.10.

      e. Telford Talks website.  – do we want to put a link on the website.  Copy of email in pack.  It was resolved not to add a link to pc website.
       f. Thank you letter from Self Unlimited
     FC/2010/102:  Any other business: (Only items advertised should be discussed and decided upon.  Items can be suggested for the next meeting).  The parish 
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council has been invited to the following meetings flood defence meeting, communications meeting and asked to put forward ideas for scrutiny at TWC. 

     FC/2010/103:  Date of next meeting Tuesday Planning 6th July 2010 and Full Council 20th July 2010 at The Gorge Parish Council office Maws Craft Centre. The meeting was declared closed at 9.02pm.
