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The Gorge Parish Council

Unit C22
Maws Craft Centre

Jackfield

Telford

TF8 7LS

Email: thegorgepc@btinternet.com
www.thegorgeparishcouncil.gov.uk 
31st August 2010
To All Parish Councillors

The Gorge Parish Council

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the planning meeting to be held on Tuesday 7th September 2010 at The Parish Council offices at Maws Craft Centre at 6pm
Agenda for the planning meeting on Tuesday 7th September 2010 of The Gorge Parish Council.  
1. Attendance and Apologies 

2. Public Session: 

3.  Declaration of Interest a. Prejudicial

                                                  b. Personal

4. Consider planning applications:  See separate list
5. Consider Decisions:  See Separate List
6. Telford and Wrekin Council Consultation on Executive Arrangements.  (papers distributed at last meeting in July.)
7. Telford and Wrekin Council Licensing Policy Consultation: Consider a response to the consultation. (see report).

8. Ironbridge Flood Barriers Action plan meeting:  28th September2010.  Parish council rep required.

9. Electricity purchase: (see report)

10. Telford and Wrekin Public meeting.  Next scheduled meeting 28th September.
11. Telford and Wrekin Council Highway issues: a. Winter Service Grit bins.  Information enclosed.

b. Boundary/Parish Signs.  Information enclosed.  
12. Council Tax Referendums:  See report

13. Telford and Wrekin Council Delegation of Responsibility for Service Provision/Enhancement of Services
14. Any other urgent planning matters: a. Shropshire Council information about their Core Strategy and new consultation regarding their statement of community involvement.
b.  Telford and Wrekin Council Green Infrastructure Strategy Workshop.  Report from Chair

15. Any other urgent matters: a. Arrow Flexible Packaging £.18p, Viking Direct £196.73
b.  Regen WM Prizes 2010
16. Dates of next meetings: Full Council Tuesday 21st September 2010 and Planning Tuesday 5th October  2010 both at The Parish Council offices Maws Craft Centre.  
Jayne Madeley BA FILCM Clerk

Report:  
6.  Executive  Arrangements:  Clerk has responded as agreed stating a wider consultation is required beyond the deadline of 31st August.  Does the Parish Council want to form an opinion  and official response to the consultation.?   
Response from Phil Griffiths TWC is enclosed.

7.  Licensing Policy:  Clerk has read the consultation document.  It is in fact not a change to existing legislation but a policy on how Telford and Wrekin Council will manage their statutory duties.  Nothing is going to change regarding requirements to apply for licenses for events and properties.    As you know at the moment Parish Councils are not consulted re licenses of any sort.  I have found a point within the document that means I feel parish councils could ask to be consulted.  In the section titles “List of consultees”.  “Statutory Consultees include Persons/bodies representative of businesses and residents in its area.”  It could be argued parish councils do represent residents and businesses.  This could be the response the parish council makes.
9. Electricity:  Clerk has agreed a three year contract with monthly payments to EON.  Standing Charge 6.964p a day or equliavant £6.00 a quarter.  Unit 9.66p.  Existing contract runs out on 29th October.  The Parish Council is paying Standing Charge £30.44 and 16.272p a unit.  A direct debit form requires signatures.

10. public meeting:  The next date has been set for the 29th Sept.  posters have gone on the nocticeboards and in the gazette and on the website.

12.  This is a government proposal.  The proposal is to remove Capping of principal authorities replacing it with a local referendum for councils proposing high council tax increases.  The Parish Council sector has been included in the proposal.  There will be a double lock mechanisim (de minimis) ensuring that below a certain Threshold a referendum will not be triggered. The threshold has yet to be determined.  My concerns are.  1. the extra budget required to ensure funds are available for a referendum may trigger the said referendum!   A Parish Council such as The Gorge that is growing could be stifled.  Extra work will be required to produce a budget sooner to allow time for the referendum.  This in itself will be not only more work for clerks but also the parish council itself.  It could all be for little gain.   Copy of the government’s consultation is in pack.
Sorry there is so much on a planning agenda however there are a lot of deadlines before The Parish Council’s next full council meeting.  










Chair: Councillor The Reverend KL Osmund-Smith                                      Clerk: Mrs Jayne Madeley

